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What I’ll Talk About Today

- The Oral Health Progress 
and Equity Network (OPEN): 
Goals, Resources, Benefits

- Getting involved and 
tapping into OPEN resources 
to advance oral health in 
Oklahoma



Learning Objectives

By the end of today, have a shared understanding of:

- Elements of OPEN and its approach to change

- Ways to get involved in OPEN and resources available to 
support members’ benefits from participation



OPEN is an Action Network

An action network fosters action for specialized 
outcomes by aligned people and organizations. It 
creates change through:

The power of 
collaborative or 

coordinated action

Efficiency and 
effectiveness

Knowledge and 
resource sharing



We have to rid 
ourselves of the 
notion that 
innovation relies on 
the genius of an 
individual. 
We produce and 
innovate together 
only in networks.

Hardt and Negri



What is OPEN?

- The Oral Health Progress and Equity Network (OPEN) is a 
national network with a vision that:
- Communities thrive because oral health is valued as essential to 

wellbeing
- Equitable opportunities ensure that everyone realizes their full 

potential

- More than 2,500 individual members from local, state, 
and national organizations work together on a range of 
oral health, overall health, and social justice issues.



Why We Do What We Do

We catalyze a network 
to take on America’s 
oral health challenges 
so that everyone has 
an equitable chance 
to thrive.



A Focus on Health Equity

Health equity is attainment of the highest level of 
health for all people. Achieving health equity requires: 

- Valuing everyone equally 
- Focusing on societal efforts to address avoidable inequalities
- Recognizing and rectifying historical injustices
- Addressing contemporary injustices
- Eliminating health and healthcare disparities, and 
- Assuring structural and personal conditions are in place to 

support optimal health

(Adapted from Healthy People 2020 and Dr. Camara Jones)





OPEN’S 2020 GOALS:

1. Eradicate dental disease in 
children

2. Build a comprehensive 
national oral health 
measurement system

3. Integrate oral health into 
person-centered health 
homes

4. Include an adult dental 
benefit in publicly funded 
health coverage

5. Improve the public 
perception of oral health 



How You Can Get Involved and 
Use Network Resources



Partnership in OPEN

- National, state, and community connections

- Access to more than 2,500 partners across the 
country using an e-community platform

- In-person and virtual meetings for networking and 
capacity building

- Policy updates via alerts and bi-weekly calls 



Partnership in OPEN

- Participation in network response teams for public 
perception, policy, rural, Latino, Native American, 
LGBTQ, and others

- Topical learning collaboratives

- Timely, topical webinars

- Network spotlights/Creating Connections



communities.openoralhealth.org



What is OPEN Communities?

A strong Network is made up of strong Communities. OPEN 
Communities is the Network’s virtual platform where you’ll 
find resources and discussions related 
to OPEN topics and focus areas. We use OPEN Communities as 
a gathering place and a repository for resources, we ask 
questions and find answers, and connect to collaborate on 
topical and emergent issues in the world of oral health 
progress and equity.



Communities

- The virtual platform is one large OPEN Community made 
up of many other communities that: 
- Share a connection around a certain topic or area of focus, 

for example, COVID-19 or data and measurement.

- By joining communities of interest, members can engage, 
inform, and interact with each other.
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